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Loring Merwin, whose vision and leadership created the ParkLands
Foundation and carried it through its formative years, is remembered by
designation of the major ParkLands landholding as the Merwin Nature
Preserve and by this plaque near the preserve's main entrance. His
successor as publisher of the Pantograph, DavisU.Merwin, took on major
leadership tasks for ParkLands on several occasions and is also cited on
the plaque. Both men continued the tradition of their ancestor Jesse W.
Fell in providing the driving force for projects that benefit the entire
community—in this case, the broad community of McLean County and
Central Illinois. In the portrait, Loring Merwin, right, and John Hodge,
second president of ParkLands Foundation, look on as William Rutherford
of Peoria examines a new ParkLands brochure after his December 1,
1970, talk to a group of McLean County employers on the need for an
organization such as ParkLands.

Special thanks go lo the following ParkLands members
and friends who provided phoiographs used in this vol
ume: Stanley Lantz, Tim Lindenbaum, Dale Birkenholz,

Roger Anderson, Rebecca Anderson, Nancy Anderson,
Jane Brown, and Steve Juliano, as well as several other

unknown persons whose photos ended up in ParkLands
files without identification. The photo of Loring Merwin
on this page is provided courtesy of the Bloomington
Pantagraph through the assistance of Diane Logsdon. The
aid of Provost Alvin Goldfarb and Dean Paul Schollaert

of Illinois State University is hereby acknowledged, and
thanks go also lo cartographer Jill Freund Thomas, copy
editor Brian Budzynski, and to Mary Cowdery and Laura
DiMascio of University Marketingand Communications.
Layout is by Norma Fagcrland of Eye to EyeProductions.


































































































